
 

*** AGENDA *** 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

J. MARTIN GRIESEL ROOM 
TWO CENTENNIAL PLAZA – SUITE 720 

805 CENTRAL AVENUE 
 

March 18, 2016 
9:00 AM 

 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
MINUTES  Consider the minutes of March 4, 2016 (page 2) 
 
CONSENT ITEMS 
 
ITEM 1 A report and recommendation on granting a permanent exclusive right-of-way 

easement for public highway and utility purposes over a portion of a City-owned 
parcel located at 3812 Socialville-Foster Road in Mason, Warren County, Ohio. 
(Bere) (page 5) 

 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
ITEM 2 A report and recommendation on the extension of Interim Development Control 

(IDC) Overlay District No. 77, University Impact Area in CUF for a period of six 
months. (Peppers) (page 8) 

 
ITEM 3 A report and recommendation on a Major Amendment to Planned Development 

District #65 (PD-65) Mercer Commons, which is bounded by 14th Street, Boots 
Alley, Vine Street and Hart Alley and a Final Development Plan for PD-65 
Mercer Commons Phase IV at 11-25 E. 14th Street in Over-the-Rhine. (Kellam) 
(page 19) 

 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Presentation on Department of City Planning FY 2017 Budget 
 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
ADJOURN 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

March 4, 2016 
 

Regular Meeting 
 
A regular meeting of the City Planning Commission was held this day at 9 A.M. in the J. Martin 
Griesel Room of Two Centennial Plaza with the following members present: Chair Daniel 
Driehaus, Vice Chair John Schneider, Mr. Ronald Koetters, Mr. Rainer vom Hofe, and Assistant 
City Manager John Juech. Mr. Byron Stallworth and Council Member Amy Murray were absent. 
 
Also in attendance were Mr. Marion Haynes, legal counsel, and Department of City Planning 
staff: Mr. Charles C. Graves III, Ms. Ann Marie Kerby, Mr. Felix Bere, Mr. James Weaver, Mr. 
Alex Peppers, Ms. Mei Fang (Intern), and Mr. Jared Ellis (Intern). 
 
Mr. Driehaus called the meeting to order and asked everyone to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

The Commission approved the prior meeting’s minutes (February 19, 
2016). 

 
 

Consent Agenda 
 

Mr. Driehaus requested that Item 2 be moved to the Discussion Agenda. 
 
 The Commission approved moving Item 2 to the Discussion Agenda. 
 Mr. vom Hofe made the motion, which Mr. Koetters seconded. 
 Aye:  Mr. vom Hofe, Mr. Koetters, Mr. Juech, Mr. Schneider, and Mr. Driehaus.  

  
Item 1 was a report and recommendation on the sale of Cincinnati Land Reutilization Program 
(CLRP) property at 57 E. McMicken Avenue and 14 Back Street in Over-The-Rhine. Staff 
recommended approval. 
 
Item 3 was a report and recommendation on a Record Plat for 11 lots in the Villages of 
Daybreak, Phase 5B in Bond Hill. Staff recommended approval. 
 
Item 4 was a report and recommendation on a Record Plat for 3 lots, including air lots for a new 
hotel at the MedPace site in Madisonville. Staff recommended approval.  
 
Item 5 was a report and recommendation on a lease of city-owned property located at 1632-1634 
Logan Street also known as 1632 Central Parkway in Over-the-Rhine. Staff recommended 
approval. 
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The Commission adopted staff’s recommendation for the Consent Agenda. 
 Mr. vom Hofe made the motion, which Mr. Koetters seconded. 
 Aye: Mr. vom Hofe, Mr. Koetters, Mr. Juech, Mr. Schneider, and Mr. Driehaus. 
 

Discussion Items 

Ms. Kerby presented Item 2 a report and recommendation on proposed demolition and new 
construction for 3309 Menlo Avenue, which is within the boundary of Interim Development 
Control (IDC) District No. 76, Menlo Avenue District in Hyde Park. Staff recommended 
approval. 
 
Mr. Dutch Cambruzzi, the applicant, was available to answer any questions.  

Ms. Susan Magnon, resident of 3335 Menlo Avenue, asked if there were provisions in place to 
direct the flow of mud and water from the subject property construction site and concerns for the 
properties downhill from the subject property. She was also concerned about the demolition of 
the existing subject property and the starting time frame for the new construction. Ms. Magnon 
was also concerned about the Camden Homes owned property next door to the subject property 
being held to the same standards as construction at the subject property with regards to the front 
yard setback.  

Mr. Driehaus stated that Ms. Kerby’s presentation had made clarification in regards to the front 
yard setbacks and that those questions had also been answered in the previous week.  

Mr. Driehaus also wanted to discuss the issue of how the neighbors were notified stemming from 
a question posed several weeks ago. Mr. Driehaus asked Ms. Kerby to repeat the process for 
resident notification in an IDC (Interim Development Control) district. Ms. Kerby explained that 
she went beyond the minimal notification requirements for this particular notification process to 
address the previous concerns of resident notification.  

Mr. Driehaus clarified with Ms. Magnon the location of the existing retaining wall on the subject 
property and the location of her residence in relation to the subject property. Mr. Driehaus also 
asked for clarification from Ms. Magnon on the location of the additional property owned by 
Camden Homes. Ms. Magnon expressed a concern with concurrent demolitions at the subject 
property and the adjacent property causing mud and water run-offs and potential sewer back-ups. 
Mr. Cambruzzi stated that the new construction would begin as soon as the demolition was 
completed and would comply with City mandated containment for dealing with site run-off. Mr. 
Cambruzzi also addressed the concern of the retaining wall replacement with the adjustment of 
the garage placement in the proposed site plan.  

 The Commission adopted staff’s recommendation for Item 2. 
 Mr. Schneider made the motion, which Mr. vom Hofe seconded.  
 Aye:  Mr. vom Hofe, Mr. Koetters, Mr. Juech, Mr. Schneider, and Mr. Driehaus 
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Mr. Weaver presented Item 6, a report and recommendation on a proposed zone change for the 
block bound by W. 12th Street, Elm Street, Charles Street and Central Avenue from CC-A 
(Commercial Community - Auto Oriented) to DD-C (Downtown Development - Support) in 
Over-the-Rhine.  Staff recommended approval. 

Mr. Driehaus asked for clarification of the names of the applicant, the attorney, and the architect.   

Mr. Schneider asked to see the map in Mr. Weaver’s presentation to verify the area for the 
zoning change, which Mr. Weaver clarified.  

Mr. Juech provided general comments on the issue of parking and parking restrictions in Over-
the-Rhine. Mr. Juech cited the broader issue of revisiting city parking requirements to deal with 
issues in a more comprehensive manner.  

Mr. Driehaus stated that Councilmembers Mr. Chris Seelbach and Ms. Amy Murray were both 
supportive of staff’s recommendation and there were also letters of support for staff’s 
recommendation included in the packet. 

The Commission adopted staff’s recommendation for Item 6. 
Mr. vom Hofe made the motion, which Mr. Koetters seconded. 
Aye: Mr. vom Hofe, Mr. Koetters, Mr. Juech, Mr. Schneider, and Mr. Driehaus. 

 
Director’s Report 

Mr. Graves introduced several University of Cincinnati students that were in attendance. Mr. 
Graves also announced an upcoming update on the University Impact Area Solutions Study 
Steering Committee meeting that had taken place the previous week and the Neighborhood 
Summit taking place on Saturday, March 12th. Mr. Juech added that the five winners of the 
Engage Cincy grants would be announced at the Neighborhood Summit during lunch. Mr. 
Graves announced that at the Neighborhood Summit the Planning staff would be conducting a 
survey related to community engagement. Mr. Graves discussed that the Department of City 
Planning would be receiving an award from the Hamilton County Planning Partnership on 
Friday, March 11th at their annual meeting in Blue Ash. He also discussed the upcoming 
Department of City Planning budget presentation happening on March 28th at 1:00 P.M. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:46 A.M. 
 
 
 
________________________________  _________________________________ 
Charles C. Graves, III, Director   Daniel Driehaus, Chair 
Department of City Planning    City Planning Commission 
 
Date: ___________________________  Date: ___________________________ 
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